He made the disciples get into the boat
SUNDAY AUGUST 9 (Mt 14,22-33)

When a man imposes his will on another man, this imposition is called compulsion. There is a compulsion that is the fruit of evil and sin that is within the human being. But there is also a compulsion that is the fruit of the great love, of the truth, of the wisdom that is within the heart. Being called to always remaining in the good and to overcome the evil with the good, the Christian surrenders himself to every compulsion, in order to remain in the greatest good. This is the rule of Jesus: ““You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.” (Mt 5,38-42). St. Paul shows us how we deliver ourselves to compulsion for good: “On the sabbath we went outside the city gate along the river where we thought there would be a place of prayer. We sat and spoke with the women who had gathered there. One of them, a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, from the city of Thyatira, a worshiper of God, listened, and the Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what Paul was saying. After she and her household had been baptized, she offered us an invitation, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my home,” and she prevailed on us.” (Act 16,13-15). 

St. James wants the disciples of Jesus always with compliant wisdom: “But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.” (Jm 3,17-18). Jesus is moved and led by the Holy Spirit. Why does He force the disciples to board the boat and to precede Him to the other shore? Because he must add to the many truths about his person another truth, that will reveal to them his superiority towards every other man of God who came before Him. Jesus is God, he acts like God. God walks on the clouds of heaven. Jesus walks on water. Peter will have to experience the infinite distance that separates him from Christ the Lord. Even though he received the command from Jesus to walk on the water too, his faith is still so small, so weak, that it does not support him. As soon as he puts his feet on the water, he is seized with fear and is about to sink. Cry out to the Lord and the Lord saves him. Nobody is like Jesus. There are no people before him. There are no people next to him. There will not be people after him either. Only Jesus is God in his nature and divine person. Only He, as a true man, is everything and always from the Father. Peter and the others still have to go a long way to be with Christ in the Holy Spirit. The perfection of Christ is unattainable. It is beyond all beyond.
[After the crowd has eaten] Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.  During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once [Jesus] spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how [strong] the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” After they got into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”
Whoever must educate to true faith, true charity, true hope, must also make use of the instrument of compulsion in the good. Obliging, compelling, imposing are always ways to go. Without these paths, it will never be possible to progress in the truth of God, of Christ, of the Holy Spirit, of the Church. Those who always act by their will will never progress.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints force our will to a perfect obedience.
